ORDINANCE NO. 07-681

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES, CALIFORNIA, ADDING
SECTION 18.04.145 TO THE PALOS VERDES ESTATES MUNICIPAL
CODE REGARDING MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT NOISE IN THE R-1 ZONE
AND AMENDING SECTION 18.12.110 OF THE PALOS VERDES ESTATES MUNICIPAL
CODE REGARDING SCREENING MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT IN THE C ZONE

WHEREAS, a significant number of complaints about noise by residents of the City of Palos
Verdes Estates are related to noise from mechanical equipment in the R-1 zone, such as air
conditioning units and pool equipment in association with single family residences; and

WHEREAS, where property in the R-1 zone is immediately adjacent to property in the C
zone, noise from mechanical equipment located in the C zone may impact persons residing in the R-
1 Zone; and

WHEREAS, the avoidance and resolution of such complaints would be furthered by the
consideration of the noise-generating characteristics of such equipment during the planning and
permitting process;

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Palos Verdes Estates hereby ordains as
follows:

SECTION 1.  Section 18.04.145 is hereby added to the Palos Verdes Estates Municipal
Code to read as follows:

18.04.145 Mechanical Equipment Noise.

A, For purposes of this section, “mechanical equipment” means any
motorized equipment which is permanently installed on real property for the purpose
of carrying out or providing a service on such property, including but not limited to
generators (whether intended for emergency or full-time use), furnaces, air
conditioners, pool and spa equipment, motors which run fountains or kinetic
sculptures, and similar items.

B. Mechanical equipment in the R-1 single family zone shall not generate
noise at any property line that is more than five (5) decibels higher than the ambient
noise level at the property line at the time of measurement.

C. A mechanical equipment permit shall be required for the installation
or replacement of mechanical equipment in the R-1 single family residence zone. A



mechanical equipment permit application shall be filed with the director on a form
prescribed by the director.

D. Mechanical equipment shall not be located in a front or sideyard
setback; provided, however, that mechanical equipment installed to replace pre-
existing mechanical equipment that was located in a sideyard setback may be placed
in the sideyard setback and enclosed in a sound attenuating structure made of
concrete or similar material, if, in the determination of the director, placing the
mechanical equipment in a different location will substantially increase the cost of
replacing the mechanical equipment,

SECTION 2.  Section 18.12.110 of the Palos Verdes Estates Municipal Code is hereby
amended to read as follows:

18.12.110 Screening of Mechanical Equipment; Mechanical Equipment
Noise.

A. For purposes of this section, “mechanical equipment” means any
motorized equipment which is permanently installed on real property for the purpose
of carrying out or providing a service on such property, including but not limited to
generators (whether intended for emergency or full-time use), furnaces, air
conditioners, pool and spa equipment, motors which run fountains or kinetic
sculptures, and similar items.

B. Mechanical equipment shall be placed in the garage or basement.
When it is not practical or feasible to place mechanical equipment in the garage or
basement, mechanical equipment may be placed in an outside location on the ground
or rooftop. Ground mounted units shall not be visible. All rooftop equipment shall
be screened so as to not be visible from any vantage point to the extent practicable.

C. Mechanical equipment on property in the C zone shall not generate
noise at the property line of any property in the R-1 zone that is more than five (5)
decibels higher than the ambient noise level at the property line at the time of
measurement,

D. All exterior equipment, whether freestanding or attached to a building,
including pipes, conduit and duct work, shall be effectively screened from public
view or architecturally integrated in a building or structure.



SECTION 3. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance and shall cause the
same to be published as required by law.

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this25th day of September  ,2007.

ATTEST:

[y
JUTIY SMITH, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

e =)
STEPH R SCHER City Attorney



STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) SS:
CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES )

I, Vickie Kroneberger , Deputy City Clerk for the City of Palos Verdes Estates,
California, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance 07-681 was regularly
introduced and placed upon its first reading at a regular meeting of the City Council on
the 11th day of September, 2007, and that thereafter, said Ordinance was duly and
regularly adopted and passed by the City Council of the City of Palos Verdes Estates at
its regular meeting of the City Council on the 25th day of September, 2007 by the
following vote, to wit:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Goodhart, Sherwood, Humphrey,
Rea and Perkins

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: None

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: None

Vickie Kronebergér,



STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss: AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES )

In compliance with State laws of the State of California, and on the 27th day of
September, 2007, the following:

ORDINANCE 07-681

was posted by Vickie Kroneberger. in three places in the City of Palos Verdes Estates to wit:
The City of Palos Verdes Estates City Hall Outside Bulletin Board
The City of Palos Verdes Estates City Hall Council Chambers Bulletin Board

The Malaga Cove Library

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this _ 27th  day of __ September, 2007

7/% Alonste s,

Vickie Kronebergﬁ“Depé}r City Clerk

Notice No..  N07-48
POSTED: September 27, 2007



