ORDINANCE NO. 10-696

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES AMENDING
CHAPTER 9.05 OF THE PALOS VERDES ESTATES
MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO PICKETING

WHEREAS, City residents have a right to tranquility and privacy within their homes;

WHEREAS, the preservation and protection of the right to privacy in the home and the
enjoyment of tranquility, well-being and sense of security in the home are in the public interest and
are uniquely and critically tmportant to the public health, safety and welfare;

WHEREAS, demonstrators, including those engaging in targeted protests, have the legally
recognized First Amendment right to express their views and to convey their message to a particular,
targeted audience, including the residents of a particular home,

WHEREAS, picketing activity targeted at a particular residence or household whose
occupants do not welcome such activity may harass and mtimidate such occupants, is inherently and
unreasonably offensive to and intrusive upon the right to privacy in the home, disturbs the sense of
peace and tranquility traditionally enjoyed by individuals in their homes, and may cause the
occupants of such home to experience great emotional distress;

WHEREAS, such unwelcome and targeted picketing activity creates a “captive audience”
because the occupants of a residence or household cannot readily move to another residence or
household in order to avoid the unwelcome picketing activity being directed at them;

WHEREAS, the “captive audience” situation and the protection of the right to privacy in the
home require enactment of reasonable time, place and manner restrictions upon picketing activity
targeted at a particular residence or household;

WHEREAS, the City Council has the authority and duty to balance the rights of residents
and demonstrators to ensure both groups rights are respected and fulfilled;

WHEREAS, such authority and duty can be accomplished through reasonable regulations of
the time, place and manner of picketing activity targeted at a particular residential dwelling in order
to preserve the right of privacy and the feeling of peace and tranquility which should be enjoyed in
residential dwellings, the right of residents not to be captive audiences to unwanted speech and the
right of demonstrators to engage in legally protected First Amendment activities;

WHEREAS, in addition to protecting the rights of residents and demonstrators, the City
Council also wishes to preserve the safety of all;

WHEREAS, demonstrators within the City frequently use signs on poles or sticks to
communicate their messages to others;



WHEREAS, the poles and sticks can become dangerous weapons, particularly in situations
involving dispute and conflict;

WHEREAS, in the neighboring jurisdiction of the City of Los Angeles, demonstrators have
used poles and sticks as weapons and have injured others during demonstrations;

WHEREAS, the City Council must ensure both demonstrators can reach intended audiences
with their signs and demonstrations remain safe for all people, including demonstrators, police and
others;

WHEREAS, regulating the width and thickness of poles and sticks used for signs during
picketing activity will ensure the poles and sticks are not heavy enough to be used as weapons and
demonstrators will be able to continue projecting their messages above the heads of crowds to reach
spectators, passersby and cameras;.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PALOS VERDES
ESTATES DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Chapter 9.05 of the Palos Verdes Estates Municipal Code is hereby amended
in its entirety to read as follows:

CHAPTER 9.05 PICKETING
Section 9.05.010 Definitions.
The following definitions shall apply to terms used in this chapter

A. Picketing. The posting of a person or group for a demonstration or protest.

B. Targeted Picketing. Picketing activity targeted at a particular residential
dwelling that remains in one area or proceeds on a definite course or route in front of or
near that particular residential dwelling.

C. Residential Dwelling. Any permanent building being used by its occupant(s)
solely for a non-transient.residential use.

D. Parkway Space. That portion of a street between the curb or vehicular traffic
line and the closest abutting property line.

E. Street. The right-of-way within which improvements are constructed for the
conveyance of vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

F. Targeted Residential Dwelling. Any residential dwelling in which the target(s)
of targeted picketing reside(s).

Section 9.05.020 Prohibition Against Using Dangerous Sticks and Poles.
While participating in any demonstration, picketing, rally or public assembly, no

person shall carry or possess any length of lumber, wood, wood lath, hard plastic or other
hard material, unless that object is one-fourth inch or less in thickness and two inches or



less in width or, if not generally rectangular in shape, such object shall not exceed three-
quarter inch in its thickest dimension. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a disabled
person from carrying a cane, walker or similar device necessary for mobility so that
person may participate in any demonstration, picketing, rally or public assembly.

Section 9.05.030 Regulating Targeted Residential Picketing.
A. PROHIBITION. No person shall engage in targeted picketing:

1. within two hundred (200) feet from the property (measured from the property
line) upon which the targeted residential dwelling is located,

2. except during daylight hours, and

3. for more than one hour during any twenty-four-hour (24-hour) period.

B. NON-APPLICABILITY. This section does not and shall not be interpreted to
preclude picketing in a residential area that is not targeted at a particular residential
dwelling.

Section 9.05.040 Penalty

Any violation of this chapter shall constitute a misdemeanor which may, in the discretion
of the enforcing authority, be charged and prosecuted as an infraction.

SECTION 2. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for
any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of any court of competent
jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance.
The City Council hereby declares it would have passed this Ordinance and each and every section,
subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance not declared invalid or unconstitutional
without regard to whether any portion of this Ordinance would be subsequently declared invalid or
unconstitutional.

SECTION 3. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage of this ordinance and shall cause
the same to be posted in the manner required by law.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS _9th day of _ MARCH , 2010.

N7 2y 0

ELLEN PERKINS, Mayor

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Judy/Smith, City Clerk

W. Pannone, City Attorney



STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES } SS:
CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES )

I, Vickie Kroneberger , Deputy City Clerk for the City of Palos Verdes Estates,
California, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance 10-696 was regularly
introduced and placed upon its first reading at a regular meeting of the City Council on
the 23rd day of February, 2010, and that thereafter, said Ordinance was duly and
regularly adopted and passed by the City Council of the City of Palos Verdes Estates at
its regular meeting of the City Council on the 9th day of March, 2010, by the following
vote, to wit:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Perkins, Humphrey, Goodhart, Rea, and
Bird
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: None

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: None

7/ a/{./{ @/M/,ﬁ’ﬂ/’ﬂ/xz (2,

Vickie Kroneberger,\Deputy €ity Clerk




STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) ss: AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES )

In compliance with State laws of the State of California, and on the 10th day of March,
10, the following:

ORDINANCE 10-696

was posted by Vickie Kroneberger, in three places in the City of Palos Verdes Estates to wit:

The City of Palos Verdes Estates City Hall Outside Bulletin Board
The City of Palos Verdes Estates City Hall Council Chambers Bulletin Board

The Malaga Cove Library

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this _ 10th  day of __ March, 2010

T MJ

Vickie Kroneberger, puty Clt}%@erk

Notice No.: N10-12
POSTED: March 10, 2010



