ORDINANCE 019-737
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PALOS
VERDES ESTATES, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING SECTION 8.28.040 (LEAF
BLOWERS) OF CHAPTER 18.28 (NOISE) OF TITLE 8 (HEALTH AND
SAFETY) OF THE CITY’S MUNICIPAL CODE REGULATING THE USE OF
LEAF BLOWERS
The City Council of the City of Palos Verdes Estates does hereby ordain as follows:

Section 1. Section 8.28.040 (Leaf Blowers) of Chapter 18.28 (Noise) of Title 8 (Health and
Safety) of the Palos Verdes Estates Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows:

8.28.040 Leaf Blowers.
A. Definitions.
1. “Leaf Blower” means any portable power equipment designed or operated to
produce a current of air by fuel, electricity, or other means to push, propel, or blow

dust, leaves, grass clippings, trimmings or other debris.

2. “Parcel” means an area of real property as defined by the Los Angeles County
Recorder.

B. Prohibited Use. The use of a Leaf Blower in the following manner is prohibited:

1. Any gasoline-powered Leaf Blower within lots zoned R-1 (single-family
residential) or R-M (multifamily residential).

2. Any electric or battery-powered Leaf Blower that creates a noise level more than
sixty-five (65) decibels; and

C. Permitted Hours. No person shall operate an electric or battery powered Leaf Blower within
lots zoned R-1 or R-M at any time other than the days, times, or hours permitted in PVEMC
8.28.030. The use of any Leaf Blower is prohibited on Sunday.

D. General Requirements for use of Leaf Blowers.

1. No leaves or other debris shall be left in or upon any adjacent or other parcel,
street, or public right-of-way.

2. After Leaf Blower use, debris shall be disposed in trash receptacles.
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E. Requirements for use of Leaf Blowers in residential areas.

1. No Leaf Blower shall be operated for more than fifteen (15) minutes per hour on
any one Parcel.

2. Only one (1) Leaf Blower shall be operated per Parcel at any one given time.

3. The full blower nozzle extension shall be used for maximum efficiency and to
minimize the spread of dust.

4. Leaf Blowers shall be in proper working order, and all manufacturer’s noise and
dust control equipment on the Leaf Blower shall remain on the Blower and be in
operating condition.

5. Any Leaf Blower shall be subject to inspection by the City, and any Leaf Blower
operator is, upon request, required to present appropriate documentation from the
manufacturer evidencing compliance with noise level and power source
regulations.

6. Additional restrictions are set forth in Subsection D of this chapter.

F. Safety Requirements for Leaf Blower Operators. Operators of Leaf Blowers shall comply with
the California Department of Industrial Regulations, Division of Occupational Safety and Health
(Cal/OSHA) Standards §1910.133 (Eye and Face Protection) and §1910.95 (Occupational Noise
Exposure).

G. Exceptions. This section shall not apply in the following circumstances:
1. On City-owned property pursuant to a concession agreement,
2. In conjunction with operations by City forces or City contractors; and
3. On commercial zones properties.

H. Penalty. Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor, except that notwithstanding any other provision of this section, any violation
constituting a misdemeanor under this chapter may, in the discretion of the enforcing authority,
be charged and prosecuted as an infraction.

Section 2. Based upon its review of the entire record, including the Staff Report, any public
comments or testimony presented to the City Council, the City Council hereby finds and determines that
the proposed ordinance is not a project within the meaning of the term set forth in State CEQA
Guidelines, section 15378(a) and 15061(b) because there is no potential to result in significant
environmental effects, as the ordinance clarifies the City’s noise ordinance specific to leaf blowers,
mcluding limiting hours of operation.
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Should the ordinance be considered a project, the City Council hereby finds and determines it is
categorically exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”).
The project is exempt pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines, 14 Cal. Code Regs. Sec. 15307 as an action
taken to assure the maintenance, restoration, or enhancement of a natural resource, specifically air quality
and noise, where the regulatory process involves procedure for protection of the environment. This
Ordinance does not contemplate any construction activities, and there is no evidence to suggest that the
Ordinance will result in a significant impact on the environment, including impacts due to unusual
quality and noise resources in the City, and there is no evidence to suggest that the Ordinance would in
cumulative adverse environment impacts. Based on the foregoing and other substantial evidence in the
record, the City Council hereby finds and determines that the Ordinance is exempt from the provisions
of CEQA, pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15307. Further, as a separate and independent
ground, the City Council finds that the ordinance is covered by the general rule that CEQA applies only
to projects that have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. Because it can be
seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the Ordinance will have a significant effect on the
environment, the Ordinance is not subject to CEQA pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section
15061(b)(3).

Section 3. If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this
Ordinance of the application thereof to any person or place, is for any reason held to be invalid or
unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the
validity of the remainder of this Ordinance. The City Council hereby declared that it would have adopted
this Ordinance, and each and every section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion
thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, subdivisions, sentences,
clauses, phrases, or portions thereof be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect one-hundred twenty (120) days after the date of its
passage and, prior to fifteen (15) days after its passage, the City Clerk shall cause a copy of this ordinance
to be published in accordance with the provisions of the law.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this ECEMBER 2019.

eAV 4

KENNETH J. WMAYOR

AUREN PETTIT,%ITY CLERK
(Seal)

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

CHRASTI HOGIN, CITY ATTORNEY
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) SS:
CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES )

I, Lauren Pettit, City Clerk for the City of Palos Verdes Estates, California, do
hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance 19-737 was regularly introduced and placed
upon its first reading at an regular meeting of the City Council on the 23rd day of July,
2019, and that thereafter, said Ordinance was duly and regularly adopted and passed by
the City Council of the City of Palos Verdes Estates at its regular meeting of the City
Council on the 10th day of December, 2019, by the following vote, to wit:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Kao, McGowan, Davidson, Lozzi, Kemps
NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: None

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: None
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Latren Pettit, City [lerk




