
ORDINANCE NO. 021-750 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTA TES, CALIFORNIA 
AMENDING SECTION 18.04.105 (LOT COVERAGE) OF CHAPTER 18.04 (R-1 
ZONE) OF TITLE 18 (ZONING REGULATIONS) OF THE PALOS VERDES 
ESTATES MUNICIPAL CODE AND FINDING THE ACTION EXEMPT FROM 
THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

The City Council of the City of Palos Verdes Estates does hereby ordain as follows: 

Section 1. Section 18.04.105 of Chapter 18.04 (R-1 Zone) of Title 18 (Zoning Regulations) of the 
Palos Verdes Estates Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

18.04.105 Lot coverage. 

In the R-1 single-family residence zone, in no case shall more than thirty percent of any lot or 
building site be covered by buildings. In no case shall more than sixty-five percent of any lot be 
covered by permanent structures and pavement, including buildings as well as driveways and 
walkways or other similar features. 

The public works director may reduce the sixty-five percent lot coverage permitted on any lot 
where he finds that such reduction is necessary to avoid the proposed development having an 
adverse impact on the city's storm drain system. 

For purposes of this section, building coverage is determined by floor area, as measured from the 
outside of a building's surrounding exterior walls including any cantilevered or subterranean floor 
area extending beyond a building's ground level footprint, garages, and accessory buildings. For 
purposes of this section, floor area shall include the area of all enclosed rooms regardless of ceiling 
height. 

Section 2. This ordinance is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (California 
Public Resources Code §§ 21000, et seq., "CEQA") pursuant to the Class 5 categorical exemption for 
minor alterations in land use limitations (1 4 C.C.R § 15305); the Class 3 exemption for new construction 
of small structures (14 C.C.R § 15303(e)); and the common sense exemption that CEQA applies only to 
projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment (14 C.C.R § 
15061(b)(3)). The ordinance largely serves to clarify the City' s determination of building coverage in the 
R-1 zone by specifying that building coverage is based on the floor area of structures enclosed by walls, 
not open-air structures such as patios and porches, to ensure that implementation by staff is consistent 
with the legislative intent of the City's zoning code. To that extent, adoption of this ordinance qualifies as 
a maintenance of codes that is not a project under CEQA. (14 C.C.R § 15378(b)(2).) The measure also 
incorporates the Palos Verdes Homes Association's inclusion of cantilevered floor area in the 
determination of building coverage to ensure that the size of buildings on residential lots conforms with 
the aims of the City's lot coverage limitation. To that extent, adoption of the measure qualifies for the 
Class 8 exemption for agency actions taken to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or 
protection of the environment. (14 C.C.R. § 15308). As the ordinance does not authorize building 
footprints that are materially different from what the City has long authorized, there is no possibility that 
the ordinance would have a significant effect on the environment under CEQA. (14 C.C.R § 15061(b)(3).) 

Section 3. If any section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this 
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Ordinance of the application thereof to any person or place, is for any reason held to be invalid or 
unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the 
validity of the remainder of this Ordinance. The City Council hereby declared that it would have adopted 
this Ordinance, and each and every section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion 
thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, subdivisions, sentences, 
clauses, phrases, or portions thereof be declared invalid or unconstitutional. 

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days after the date of its passage and, prior 
to fifteen (15) days after its passage, the City Clerk shall cause a copy of this ordinance to be published in 
accordance with the provisions of the law. 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this 11th DAY OF MAY, 2021. 

ATTEST: 

~ 
(Seal) 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

16HN COTTI, CITY ATTORNEY 

MICHAEL KEMPS, MAYOR 

2 
2 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) SS: 
CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES ) 

I, Kylynn Chaney, City Clerk for the City of Palos Verdes Estates, California, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing Ordinance 21-750 was regularly introduced and placed upon its first reading at 
a regular meeting of the City Council on the 27th of April, 2021 , and that thereafter, said Ordinance 
was duly and regularly adopted and passed by the City Council of the City of Palos Verdes Estates 
at its regular meeting of the City Council on the 11th day of May, 2021, by the following vote, to 
wit: 

A YES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Kemps, Lozzi, McGowan, Roos, Murdock 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: None 

ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: None 


