
ORDINANCE NO. 22-759 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES AMENDING 
TITLE 15 (BUILDINGS AND CONSTRUCTION) OF THE PALOS VERDES 
ESTATES MUNICIPAL CODE BY ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2022 
CALIFORNIA BUILDING, RESIDENTIAL, ELECTRICAL, MECHANICAL, 
PLUMBING, ENERGY, GREEN BUILDING, HISTORICAL BUILDING AND 
EXISTING BUILDING CODES; THE 2022 CALIFORNIA REFERENCED 
STANDARDS, THE 2021 INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 
CODE; THE 2021 UNIFORM SWIMMING POOL, SPA, AND HOT TUB CODE; 
AMENDING CHAPTER 8.12 (FIRE CODE) OF TITLE 8 (HEALTH AND 
SAFETY) OF THE PALOS VERDES ESTATES MUNICIPAL CODE BY 
ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE 2020 LOS ANGELES COUNTY FIRE CODE, 
RATIFYING THE MORE RESTRICTIVE BUILDING ST AND ARDS 
CONTAINED IN THAT CODE, AND DELEGATING ENFORCEMENT OF THE 
FIRE CODE IN THE CITY TO THE FIRE CHIEF; AND AMENDING CHAPTER 
13.14 ("SANITARY SEWER AND INDUSTRIAL WASTE") TO TITLE 13 
(PUBLIC SERVICES) OF THE PALOS VERDES ESTATES MUNICIPAL CODE 
TO ADOPT BY REFERENCE THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY SANITARY 
SEWERS AND INDUSTRIAL WASTE ORDINANCE (TITLE 20, DIVISION 2 -
LOS ANGELES COUNTY CODE) 

The City Council of the City of Palos Verdes Estates does hereby ordain as follows: 

SECTION l; Recitals. 

A. Health and Safety Code section 17958 mandates that the City of Palos Verdes Estates 
("City") adopt ordinances and regulations imposing the same requirements as are 
contained in the regulations adopted by the State pursuant to Health and Safety Code 
section 17922; 

B. Health and Safety Code section 17958.5 permits the City to make changes or 
modifications to the codes as are reasonably necessary because of local conditions, 
provided the City makes findings that such changes are modifications are needed due 
to climatic, geographic, or topographic conditions; 

C. The Building Official has recommended that changes and modifications be made to 
the 2022 Codes, and has advised that certain of said changes and modifications to the 
California Building Code, 2022 Edition, are reasonably necessary due to local 
conditions within the City, and has further advised that the remainder of the said 
changes and modifications are of an administrative or procedural nature, or concern 
themselves with subjects not covered by the Codes, or are reasonably necessary to 
safeguard life and property within the City as follows: 
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1. Climatic Conditions: The local climate of the City of Palos Verdes Estates is 
characterized by hot, dry summers, often resulting in drought conditions, 
followed by strong Santa Ana winds, often resulting in hazardous fire 
conditions, and heavy winter rains, often resulting in expansive soil 
conditions. Furthermore, the City of Palos Verdes Estates is adjacent to the 
Pacific Ocean and the salt air is carried by the winds off the ocean. The salt 
has proven to be extremely corrosive to aluminum wiring. 

2. Geologic Conditions: The City of Palos Verdes Estates is characterized by 
local instability. 

3. Topographical Conditions: The City of Palos Verdes Estates is located in 
Southern California and has a relatively hilly topography. 

D. The management, operation, and maintenance of the City's local sanitary sewer 
system is controlled by the Consolidated Sewer Maintenance District (CSMD), 
however, the City still maintains full ownership of the sewer system. To effectively 
regulate sanitary sewers and industrial waste, the City wishes to adopt Division 2 of 
Title 20 of the Los Angeles County Code (Sanitary Sewers and Industrial Waste). 
Pursuant to section 50022.2 of the Government Code the City is authorized to enact 
an ordinance which adopts the Los Angeles County Code by reference. 

SECTION 2; Repeal of Codes Previously Adopted. 

A. Previous City ordinances amended Title 15 of the Palos Verdes Estates Municipal 
Code by adopting by reference the California Administrative Code, 2019 edition; the 
California Building Code, 2019 Edition; the California Mechanical Code, 2019 
Edition; the California Plumbing Code, 2019 Edition; the California Electrical Code, 
2019 Edition; and the Uniform Swimming Pool, Spa and Hot Tub and Solar Code, 
2018 Edition. 

B. Previous City ordinances also amended Chapter 8.12 of Title 8 of the Palos Verdes 
Estates Municipal Code, by adopting byreference Title 32 of the Los Angeles County 
Fire Code, 2017 Edition, and Chapter 13 .14 of Title 13 of the Palos Verdes Estates 
Municipal Code, by adopting by reference Title 20 of the Los Angeles County Sanitary 
Sewers and Industrial Waste Code, 2016 Edition. 

C. On the effective date of this Ordinance, such previously adopted Codes and 
modifications of such Codes are hereby repealed. 

SECTION3; Section 8.12.010 of Chapter 8.12 of Title 8 of the Palos Verdes Estates Municipal 
Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

8.12.010 County provisions adopted. 

Except as hereinafter provided, Title 32, Fire Code, of the Los Angeles County Code, as 
amended and in effect on January 1, 2023, adopting the California Fire Code, 2022 Edition (California 
Code of Regulations Title 24, Part 9), is hereby incorporated herein by reference as if 
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fully set forth herein, and shall be known and may be cited as the fire code of the city of Palos 
Verdes Estates. In the event of any conflict between provisions of the California Fire Code, 2022 
Edition, Title 32 of the Los Angeles County Code, or any amendment to the fire code contained 
in the Palos Verdes Estates Municipal Code, the provision contained in the latter listed document 
shall control. A copy of Title 32 of the Los Angeles County Code and the California Fire Code, 
2022 Edition, has been deposited in the office of the city clerk and shall be at all times maintained 
by the city clerk for use and examination by the public. 

SECTION 4; Section 13.14.010 of Chapter 13.14 of the Palos Verdes Estates Municipal 
Codes is hereby amended to read in its entirety, as follows: 

13.14.010 County provisions adopted. 

Title 20, Utilities, Division 2, Sanitary Sewers and Industrial Waste, of the Los Angeles 
County Code as amended and in effect on January 2, 2020, is hereby adopted by reference as the 
"Sanitary Sewer and Industrial Waste Ordinance" of the City of Palos Verdes Estates. 

A copy of the Sanitary Sewer and Industrial Waste Ordinance has been deposited inthe 
office of the City Clerk of the City and shall be at all times maintained by the Clerk for use and 
examination by the public 

SECTION 5; Section 15.12.010 of Chapter 15.12 of Title 15 of the Palos Verdes Estates 
Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

15.12.010 Adoption of California Building Code and related model codes. 

A. For the purpose of prescribing regulations for the erecting, construction, enlargement, 
alteration, repair, improving, removal, conversion, demolition, occupancy, equipment 
use, height, and area of buildings and structures, the following construction codes are 
hereby adopted byreference and made a part of this chapter as though set forth in full, 
except as amended by this chapter: the California Building Code 
Parts 1 and 2, 2022 Edition, based on the 2021 International Building Code, including 
Chapter 1, Scope and Administration, with Appendices I and J; the California Green 
Building Code, 2022 Edition, as published by the International Code Council; the 
California Residential Code, 2022 Edition, based on the 2021 International Residential 
Code, including Appendix H as published by the California Building Standards 
Commission; the California Plumbing Code, 2022 Edition, based on the 2021 Uniform 
Plumbing Code as published by the International Association of Plumbing and 
Mechanical Officials; the California Mechanical Code, 2022 Edition, based on the 
2021 Uniform Mechanical Code as published by the International Association of 
Plumbing and Mechanical Officials; the California Electrical Code, 2022 Edition, 
based on the 2020 National Electrical Code as published by the National Fire 
Protection Association; the International Property Maintenance Code, 2021 Edition, as 
published by the International Code Council; the Uniform Swimming Pool, Spa and 
Hot Tub Code, 2021 Edition, as published by the International Association of 
Plumbing and Mechanical Officials; the California Energy Code, 2022 Edition, as 
published by the International Code Council; the California Historical Building Code, 
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2022 Edition, as published by the International Code Council; the California Existing 
Building Code, 2022 Edition, as published by the International Code Council; and the 
California Referenced Standards, 2022 Edition, as published by the International Code 
Council (collectively, the "construction codes"). 

B. The provisions of these construction codes, as amended by this chapter, shall 
constitute the building regulations of the city of Palos Verdes Estates. Where the 
California Code of Regulations and State Building Standards Code of Regulations 
differ from any sections of the construction codes, state regulations shall prevail over 
the construction codes. 

SECTION 6; Section 15.12.020 of Chapter 15.12 of Title 15 of the Palos Verdes Estates 
Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

15.12.020 Administration. 

A. A copy of each construction code shall be maintained in the office of the city clerk 
and shall be made available for public inspection. 

B. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, the governing rules, regulations and 
conditions of administrative procedure for the city building codes shall be as set forth 
in Chapter 1 of the California Building Code, 2022 Edition, and such rules, regulations 
and conditions shall prevail over any provision pertaining to administrative procedures 
set forth in any of the other construction codes adopted by reference in PVEMC 
15.12.010. 

SECTION 7; Section 15.12.040 of Chapter 15.12 of Title 15 of the Palos Verdes Estates 
Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

15.12.040 Liability. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of PVEMC 15.12.010, Section 104.10 of Chapter 1 of the 
California Building Code is hereby amended by adding a sentence to the end of the paragraph as 
follows: 

The provisions of this section shall apply if the Building Official or his/her authorized 
representative are employees of this jurisdiction and shall also apply if the Building Official or 
his/her authorized representative are acting under contract as agents of this jurisdiction. 

SECTION 8; All inconsistencies between the Building Code, Residential Code, Electrical 
Code, Mechanical Code, Plumbing Code, Green Building Standards Code, Energy Code and Fire 
Code, as adopted by this Ordinance, and the 2022 edition of the California Building Code, 
Electrical Code, Mechanical Code, Plumbing Code, and Fire Code, as set forth in 
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Parts 2, 2.5, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, and 12 respectively, of Title 24 of the California Code of 
Regulations, are changes, modifications, amendments, additions or deletions thereto authorized by 
California Health and Safety Sections 17958.5 and 17958.7. 

SECTION 9; Justification for Modification. 

A. The Council hereby finds that the changes and modifications to the California Electrical 
Code that have been enacted by this ordinance are reasonably necessary because of the 
City's local climate, characterized by hot, dry summers, often resulting in drought 
conditions, followed by strong Santa Ana winds, often resulting in hazardous fire 
conditions, and heavy winter rains, often resulting in expansive soil conditions; the City's 
geological characteristics in that the area is characterized by geological instability; location 
in Southern California; and the relatively hilly topography of the City. 

B. The City Council hereby finds that the modifications to the State Electrical Code of Title 
24 are reasonably necessary because of the local climatic, geographic and topographical 
conditions indicated above. 

C. The City Council hereby finds that the modifications to the California Building Code are 
administrative in nature and are necessary to allow the uniform application of the codes by 
procedures suited to the size and nature of the City's staff and administrative agencies. 

D. Accordingly, the City Council finds the modifications in this Ordinance to the City's Title 
15 Buildings and Construction to be necessary for the protection of the of the public health, 
safety, and welfare. 

SECTION 10; To the extent the provisions of this Ordinance are substantially the same as 
previous provisions of the Palos Verdes Estates Municipal Code, these provisions shall be 
construed as continuations of those provisions and not as new enactments. 

SECTION 11: The provisions of the Building, Electrical, Plumbing, Mechanical, 
Residential and Green Building Standards Codes in effect prior to the effective date of this 
Ordinance shall continue to govern construction for projects for which plans were submitted for 
plan check prior to the effective date of this Ordinance, and for which the initial permit is issued 
not later than thirty (30) days after said effective date. 

SECTION 12: This Ordinance has been determined to be exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act pursuant to State Guidelines Section 15061 (b)(3) because it is not a 
project that has the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. 

SECTION 13: This ordinance shall be effective upon adoption and shall become operative 
as of January 01, 2023. 

SECTION 14: Notice. The City Clerk shall certify as to the adoption of this ordinance and 
post a certified copy of this ordinance, including the vote for and against the same, in the 
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office of the City Clerk, in accordance with Government Code Section 36993 and shall file a 
certified copy of this Ordinance with the California Building Standards Commission. 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED THIS 22nd day of November, 2022. 

ATTEST: 

la~ KyiCileY:Cifycief 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) SS: 
CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES ) 

I, Kylynn Chaney, City Clerk for the City of Palos Verdes Estates, California, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing Ordinance 22-759 was regularly introduced and placed upon its first reading 
at a regular meeting of the City Council on the 25th of October, 2022, and that thereafter, said 
Ordinance was duly and regularly adopted and passed by the City Council of the City of Palos 
Verdes Estates at its regular meeting of the City Council on the 22nd day of November, 2022, 
by the following vote, to wit: 

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Lozzi, Murdock, McGowan, Kemps 

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: None 

ABSENT: COUNCILMEMBERS: Roos 

ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: None 
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