ORDINANCE NO. 023-762

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES, CALIFORNIA, ADOPTING
ZONE TEXT AMENDMENT APPLICATION TO AMEND
CHAPTER 18.50 WATER CONSERVATION
LANDSCAPING OF TITLE 18 ZONING REGULATIONS OF
THE PALOS VERDES MUNICIPAL CODE IN ITS
ENTIRETY AND FINDING THE SAME EXEMPT FROM
THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
(CEQA).

WHEREAS, The State Legislature adopted the Water Conservation in Landscaping Act
(Government Code Section 65591 et seq.) (the “Act”™) in 1990 to improve state water conservation
efforts by reducing the waste associated with outdoor landscaping irrigation; the Act required the
Department of Water Resources (DWR) to develop a model ordinance to govern local landscape
irrigation; and

WHEREAS, The Act further required cities and counties, by January 1, 2010, to adopt the
State’s Model Water Efficient L.andscaping Ordinance (MWELQ), or a locally modified ordinance
at least as effective in conserving water as the MWELO, or else the State’s MWELO applies by
default (Gov. Code, § 65595); and

WHEREAS, Beginning in 2020, the DWR is required to update the MWELO at least every
three years (Gov. Code, § 65599.5); and

WHEREAS, on _October 17, 2023, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing
on the matter, which hearing was duly and properly noticed. At such hearing the Commission
received, reviewed, and considered the oral and written testimony, agenda reports prepared in
connection with this ordinance and documentary evidence; and,

WHEREAS, following the conclusion of the public discussion and thorough deliberation
of the subject matter, the Planning Commission recommended to the City Council determined by
a vote of 3 to 0 that Zone Text Amendment Application Number ZTA-0102-23, should be
approved as set forth herein below:

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PALOS VERDES
ESTATES, DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 18.50 of the Palos Verdes Estates Municipal Code is hereby
amended in its entirety and the new Chapter 18.50 set forth in Exhibit A and incorporated by this
reference is hereby adopted.

Section 2. The proposed Municipal Code Amendment and Zoning Text Amendment
are not a project subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per Sections 15307,
Class 7, for Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of Natural Resources and 15308, Class
8, for Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment. The proposed Zoning
Text Amendment is also exempt from CEQA pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section
15061(b)(3) of the CEQA. Guidelines, the general rule, in that CEQA applies only to projects which
have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment.
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Section 3. Pursuant to the foregoing recitations and findings, the City Council approve
Zone Text Amendment ZTA-0102-23 amending Chapter 18.50 Water Conservation Landscaping
of Title 18 Zoning Regulations of the Palos Verdes Municipal Code attached as follows:

“Chapter 18.50 — Water Efficient Landscaping.

18.50.010 Purpose.

The purpose of this chapter is to ensure that the design, installation and maintenance of
landscapes within the City of Palos Verdes Estates meet the requirements of the State of
California Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance as outlined in Title 23, Division 2,
Chapter 2.7 of the California Code of Regulations and Section 65595 of the California
Government Code,

18.50.020 Adoption of State of California Model Water Efficient Landscape
Ordinance.

The State of California Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance, as found in Chapter
2.7 of Division 2 of Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations, and as amended from
time to time by the State of California (“MWELQ?”), is hereby adopted by reference in its
entirety as if incorporated and set out in full in this Chapter as the water efficient
landscaping ordinance of the City of Palos Verdes Estates. A copy of the MWELOQO has
been filed with the City Clerk.

18.50.930 Submittals.

Applicants shall provide all relevant information on the landscape plan including botanical
names for plants and turf species; container sizes; percentage calculations of allowable
areas of turf; low, medium or high water use plants and water wise plants; water budget
calculations; monthly irrigation schedule; and specific requests for any exceptions to the
requirements of this chapter. Areas of existing landscaping to remain unaltered shall be
indicated on the landscape plan.

18.50.040 Enforcement.
The requirements of this chapter shall be enforced as follows:

(@)  No building permit shall be issued unless the statement of compliance required by
Section 492.6 of the MWELO has been included on the final landscape design plan
submitted for plan check approval.

(b)  No building permit shall be given a final landscape inspection or issued a permanent
certificate of occupancy until the director receives and approves of the Certificate of
Completion as required by Section 492.9 of the MWELOQ.
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18.50.050 Violations.

(a)  Itis unlawful for any person to violate, to cause, or to maintain a violation of this
chapter.

(b) It is unlawful for any person to remove or cause removal of water conserving
irrigation valves or equipment contrary to the provisions of this chapter.

(c)  Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter will be deemed guilty of
a misdemeanor punishable pursuant to Chapter 1.16 of this Code.

(d)  Violations of this chapter are also subject to the administrative penalty procedures
pursuant to Chapter 1.50 of this Code.”

Section 4. If any provision of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or
circumstance is held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect
other provisions or applications of the Ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid
provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this Ordinance are severable. The City
Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this Ordinance irrespective of the invalidity of
any particular portion thereof.

Section 5. The City Clerk shall cause this Ordinance to be posted in three (3) public places
in the City within fifteen (15) days after its passage, in accordance with the provisions of Section
36933 of the Government Code. The City Clerk shall further certify to the adoption and posting of
this Ordinance, and shall cause this Ordinance and its certification, together with proof of posting,
to be entered in the Book of Ordinances of the Council of this City.

Section 6. This Ordinance shall take force and ¢ffect thirty (30) days after its adoption.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED at the regylar meeting of #fe Ciyy Council of the City
of Palos Verdes Estates, California, on this 28" day/of Novembey/2023.

I iW‘ayor '

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

s q

Caro] ¢ Cowley, Interim Ci 1erk Wsin, City Attorney
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CERTIFICATION
STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )SS

CITY OF PALOS VERDES ESTATES )

I, Carol Cowley, Interim City Clerk for the City of Palos Verdes Estates, California, do hereby
certify that the foregoing Ordinance 023-762 was introduced by the City Council by title only on
at its regular meeting of November 14, 2023 and duly and regularly approved and adopted by the
City Council of the City of Palos Verdes Estates at its regular meeting of the City Council on the
28th day of November, 2023, by the following vote:

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS: Lozzi, Kemps, McGowan, Murdock, Roos

NOES: COUNCILMEMBERS: None

ABSENT:  COUNCILMEMBERS: None

ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEMBERS: None

U

Carol Cowley, Interim City Clerk




